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an error. Co-operative organisations have mostly developed
their own system of schools in charge of special teachers
and offering courses up to six months, a task which cannot
be transferred to the universities. The universities may
indeed offer short courses covering days or weeks as
so-called university extension courses, which, however,
cannot be embodied in the regular curriculum. The
peculiar service of the universities will always lie in their
manner of instruction, through which they give a funda-
mental professional training on the broad basis of general
theory and knowledge, giving, for instance, the co-
operatives a place in the development of history, eco-
nomics and sociology, showing their legal status as part
of the legal thought of the country, their auditing as part
of general business management.
This raises the question whether "co-operation" is
itself a science. In practice, it is sometimes so treated.
For the scientist the interrelation of all facts and their
ordering in a system of knowledge is a commonplace.
The establishment of such a synthesis must be assumed
before scientific treatment—always opposed to exclusion
—becomes possible. The data offered by the co-opera-
tive movement give material to recognised branches of
learning: economics, sociology, law, business manage-
ment, and perhaps history and marketing. The unity is
created by the material and not by the scientific classifi-
cation* It is often said that it is a product of the co-
operative outlook. This may be true for the practical man,
though we should not be misled into believing that the
co-operative outlook is as common among practical men
as is supposed ;*but for science this outlook itself is just
one more object of research.
Another problem of university teaching: who should
be in charge of courses on the co-operative movement ?
The regular professor of economics, etc., a special pro-
fessor of co-operation, or a practical man engaged by the
university, who might be appointed as lecturer or pro-
fessor, according to his abilities and education? In my
own opinion one should, if possible, choose professional

